Marrakech eternal, Unmissable

Marrakech Accessible for All

A mixture of traditional and contemporary, Marrakech holds the promise of incomparable
sensations. Stroll through the Jemaa El Fna and the bazaars with their bright colors and
oriental scents, and the red city will whisk you into another world in the blink of an eye. Rides
in horse-drawn carriages, sun-soaked terraces, street artists and other activities both day and
night will all add to your stay in Morocco.
Admire the architectural wealth of the Medina by visiting one of its many riads, small oriental
palaces arranged around a central courtyard, or relax at the Menara, a large pooled garden
typical of the city. Marrakech relies on its incredible diversity to provide choice for its visitors.
You need only head out of the walled center to become immersed in contemporary Morocco.
The Guéliz and Hivernage districts offer the most up to date infrastructure, luxury boutiques
and international brands along broad spacious avenues; all in Marrakech's own inimitable
style.
As a sign of a growing economic buzz, there are also festive and cultural locations including
the Palais des Congrès and the magnificent Théâtre Royal. Enjoy Marrakech at night by paying
a visit to the many themed venues, trendy clubs and traditional evenings that reflect the zest
for life of its inhabitants.
In 2016, Marrakech hosts the Cop22 fight against climate change, as recognition of its growing
international importance and its great hotelier and conference capabilities.

All Marrakech Attractions visite
Djemaa el Fna Square

The central square and market place in Marrakesh’s medina quarter is also called Djema el-Fna
and Djemaa el-Fnaa. Back in 1050 it was the site of public executions (hence the name which
means assembly of death) but today it is a hive of activity 24/7. This huge square is a bustle of
activity with color, aromas, sounds and ever changing scenes. During the day the large square is
frequented by snake charmers, men with Barbary apes, medicine men, water vendors, tooth
pullers and vendors. But the square really comes to life when the sun goes down. Stalls are set
up across the square with strings of lights adding to the atmosphere. In addition to the stalls there
are storytellers, the Hoopla and halqa street theatre, water sellers, side-show attractions, fortune
tellers, horse drawn carriages, henna tattoo painters, musicians, acrobats and entertainers. You
will also find your fair share of pickpockets, scam artists and beggars. Thanks to the traditional
storytellers, performers and musicians on the square UNESCO named Jemaa el-Fna a
Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. You can enjoy delicious freshly
squeezed juice, buy authentic handcrafts and see stalls piled high with fruits, vegetables, nuts
and spices. As the evening progresses the market turns into a large open-air restaurant with
stalls serving up grilled meat and other delicacies. Impressive buildings surround the square
including hotels, gardens, cafes and on one side by the souk, a traditional North African market.
If you are looking to appreciate the flavors of Djemaa el Fna Square, you should
consider Experience Marrakech: Food and Market Tour of Djemaa El Fna, Including Traditional
Dinner. It's one of the best options available.

Koutoubia Mosque

One of the most spectacular monuments in Marrakesh and one of the most beautiful mosques in
the western Muslim world. Marked by a complex history, it is actually a double sanctuary with a
minaret. The first koutoubia was inaugurated in 1157 and the second one as well as the minaret
were built a year later on the initiative of abdelmoumen. The two sanctuaries are distinguished by
the T-plan giving great importance to the wall of the qibla (orientation of the prayer). outlined

against the landscape, the 77-m ashlar minaret has a ramp which leads to the top.
soberly decorated with carvings and white and green tiles on the upper parts of the façade and
the pinnacle.

Medina (Old Town) of Marrakech

The Old Town of Marrakesh is called the Medina Quarter. It is the most exciting place to be in the
city and where you will probably spend a lot of your time. Several of the city’s most important
landmarks are within the medina Quarter and the entire quarter is a UESCO World Heritage Site.
The Medina is Marrakesh’s old fortified city and the 12th century walls have survived. The
Medina is surrounded by the rose-colored walls which run for 19km and have ornately decorated
gates and towers. Shoppers will love the Old City’s 18 markets each focused on a particular
product like slippers, rugs, glass, metal ware and clothing. Most excursions into the Medina start
at the large central square Jemaa el-Fnaa where you can see traditional snake charmers, fortune
tellers, performers and market stalls. From the square go off down the side streets to discover the
labyrinth of markets. As you wander through the Old City you can see the traditional courtyard
homes or riads which have an inner central courtyard or garden with fountains. There are also a
number of former mansions and palaces in the Old City. Notable buildings in the Old City include
the Riad Dar Foundouk, Riad les Bouganvilliers, Riad Lotus, Dar Marzotto, Riad Pinco Pallino,
Riad Elixir, Dar Tayda and Villa Mahal. There are a number of landmark mosques in the Medina
like the Koutoubia Mosque and the Ben Youssef Mosque. Other places of interest in the Medina
include the Tombs of the Seven Saints, Bahia Palace, Photography Museum and Jardin de Bab
El Khemiss.
Don't leave Medina (Old Town) of Marrakech and Marrakechwithout enjoying the ultimate
shopping experience with MEDINA OF MARRAKESH SHOPPING TOUR.

Bahia Palace

“Bahia”: literally, the marvellous, the brilliant, this name probably refers to the favourite wife of Ba
ahmed, the grand vizier who had the palace built. The plans were designed by the Marrakchi
architect si Mohamed el Mekki el Mesfioui, like a real labyrinth reflecting the whims of a powerful
man. The best Moroccan and andalousian craftsmen worked on this palace for fourteen years.
The tiles were imported from Tetouan, the marble from Meknes while the cedar wood used for
the painted and shimmering ceilings came from the atlas.

EL BADII Palace

Dar el Badii, the unrivalled palace was built between 1578 and 1603 by Yacoub el Mansour, an
almohade ruler. The richest raw materials, some of which came from india were chosen for its
construction: gold, onyx, italian marble…The andalusian influence in the plans of the palace is
undeniable and one may think that the unknown architect must have come from granada. an
almost absolute symetry was imposed in the plan of this magnificent residence completely built
on arches with extremely solid bricks. The interior gardens, called gardens of desire, of which
only an immense esplanade remains today with artificial lakes and orange trees, are surrounded
by the ruins of the palace and high walls on which a multitude of storks is nestled.

Majorelle Garden

The Majorelle Garden is a small, peaceful heaven, located in the heart of the city of Marrakesh. This
botanical garden was created in 1931 by the French painter Jacques
Majorelle (1886 - 1962) around his Art Deco studio of an astonishing modernity, built by the architect
Paul Sinoir.
This garden is a living masterpiece composed of exotic plants and rare species, which Jacques
Majorelle, a botanical lover, brings back from his travels around the world: cactus, yuccas, water lilies,
water lilies, jasmines, bougainvillea, palm trees, coconut trees, banana trees, bamboo...
In 1937, the artist creates ultramarine both intense and clear blue, the Majorelle blue, of which he
dyes his garden that opens to the public in 1947. The workshop became the Berber Museum, which
was inaugurated in 2011 under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohamed VI. It presents a
panorama of the extraordinary creativity of these people, the oldest in North Africa. From the Rif to
the Sahara, more than 600 objects collected by Pierre Bergé and Yves Saint Laurent attest the
richness and diversity of a culture that is still alive.
.

The SAADIAN Tombos
The royal necropolis of the saadian family, a first series of funeral chambers was created after the
burial of Prince Mohamed Cheikh in 1557. his son had a koubba erected, known as koubbat lalla
Messaouda, where he was himself buried in1574. in 1591, ahmed el Mansour had his mother buried
there. his three successors also lie there. a second edifice was raised, with a central room called the
room of the twelve columns, it houses the sultan ahmed el Mansour’s grave, the mirhab room, the
room with the three alcoves. another space is reserved to children’s graves. all the rooms are
exquisitely decorated.

THE RAMPARTS

The symbol of the red city, the ramparts which construction, commissioned by ali Ben Youssef, began
in 1126, surround the old town today: the medina. it took decades to build the ramparts so that the
adobe and clay-made walls would reach more than 10 km. Those walls are interspersed by 202
square –shaped towers and 10 imposing gates give access to the town. Topped by a walkway, the 8
to 10 m- high walls served as a protection against attacks from enemies. To discover the ramparts
you can take a calèche (a horsedrawn cab) for a four -hour ride, including some walking breaks. The
itinerary begins at Place de la liberté, west of the medina.

The Gates

giving access to the medina in the past, the 10 gates through the walls, “bab” in arabic, are often
impressive. some of them have inspired other towns of the kingdom.
Bab Agnaou: (the gate of “the hornless ram”) was given this name because it had lost its two towers.
it was built in blue-grey stone from gueliz. Nowadays it has become nearly red because of the desert
sand brought by the wind. it is the main entrance to the kasbah.
Bab Er- Robb: this red-ochre, door called “grape juice”, was used for controlling the entrance of
spirits.
Bab El Khemis: giving access to the souk bearing the same name
(meaning Thursday, because of the market which used to be held on that day). The structure of the
gate seems to come from andalusia.
Bab Aylan: it bears the name of a Berber tribe and is notable for its angled shape. it was built by the
almoravides.
Bab El Jdid: it is the most used gate of the medina. it is situated between the renowned Mamounia
Palace and the neighbourhood of the hermitage.

Bab Douklala: a massive gate, right up two square towers, near the bus station, gives access to the
north of the medina.
Bab El Debbagh: giving access to the tanners’ district, this fiverounded angle gate dates from the
almoravide era.

Menara Gardens

Menara Gardens and Pavilion are popular with locals and visitors who come here to escape the heat
of the city and enjoy the oasis of greenery. The original gardens were planted in the 12 th century
during the reign of Almohad ruler Abd al-Mu’min. The original purpose was to provide a place for
people to relax and also where they could grow their crops. There are a number of themed gardens
which are laid out around a man-made lake situated where several canal systems meet. The water
which collects here is used to irrigate the gardens and orchards.
Among the gardens and plants in the park there are palm orchards, olive trees and fruit trees. Locals
still come here to tend the fruit trees and you can sometimes see women collecting water from the
nearby stream. The waters are believed to bring good luck.
The park is home to a pavilion or minzah which overlooks the lake. The pavilion was constructed in
the 19th century in the Alawi style and was used by the Sultan and his family. From the pavilion there
are wonderful views.

Medersa Ben Youssef

right in the heart of the medina, the Ben Youssef Medersa, one of the biggest medersas in the
Maghreb, is one of the most remarkable historical monuments in Marrakesh and is worth a visit. it

was built in the 16th century by the saadian abd allah al ghalib, which is confirmed by the inscriptions
on the lintel of the entrance gate and on the capitals of the prayer room. Created on a 1,680-sq.m
quadrilateral
plan, the medersa used to accommodate 130 students rooms over two floors around an interior patio
leading to the prayer room.

The Almoravides koubba

The only evidence of the religious almoradive architecture in Marrakesh, this four-pillar rectangularshaped edifice, is topped by a dome on the outside decorated with raftercrowned blind arcades that
frame a heptagonal star. This decor is like the one we can see on the vault of the al-Qarawiyine in
fes(859-1135) or the Qahwat al Qubba in sousse (11th12th centuries) in the upper parts of the
building
there
are
open
spaces
forming
multi-shaped
blind
arcades.
We can find similarities with the blind arcades and decors of the mosque Bab al Mardum in Toledo.
The interior of the Qoubbat reminds us of the art at the time of caliphs in andalusia. Massive raised
multi-foiled arches erected right on the square cornice surface form the frame of the floral cupola.
This design, prevailing in the ancient times, is a reminder of a glorious past and the numerous
exchanges between the Western world and the orient.

